“9-11 Truth”—political silver
bullet or morass of bullshit?

There is a growing undercurrent of
dissatisfaction with the official story
presented about the events of Sept.
11, 2001. At times, among certain
people, it has become a divide, even
a hostile divide. Cottage industries,
internet "experts,” and swirls of
information have created a vortex of
speculative websites and taken the
genuine need for investigation off
into a fantasy realm of competing
theories, pronouncements and
conjecture often going off the deep
end into absurdity.

We know for sure that the full story
is not out, that there are questions
that need to be investigated. We
know the deaths on that day have
been breathtakingly used by the
Bush administration to launch wars,
profiteering, and attacks on our civil
liberties and right to organize. Was
there foreknowledge of the attacks,
and the plot allowed to unfold? This
we can believe, because we've seen
it before with the first World Trade
Center attack in the 90's and with
the Oklahoma City bombing, both
infiltrated but not stopped. Was it an
"inside job" with remote controlled
planes, pre-planted explosives, and
a vast conspiracy of silence among
the conspirators? Unlikely. We
already know this government is
capable of lying, of planning and
executing coups and electoral fraud
here and abroad, and funding and
facilitating proxy wars. But much
of it is by now pretty transparent--
from the Republican mob action in
Florida to shut down the vote count,
to the Downing Street memo, to the

retaliation against Valerie Plame to
punish her husband for speaking out
against the official story on Saddam
seeking uranium from Niger.

Much as Cointelpro, the FBI's
counterintelligence program of

the '60's and 70's, sought to sow
disputes within the left, and in many
cases succeeded in their mission,
the current and growing "911
Truth” tendency has the progressive
movement divided over speculations
and competing theories, rather than
united around fighting against the
concrete things the government has
been forced to admit.

We have encountered many

people for whom 9-11 conspiracy
speculations take priority in their
politics. We have been told we

are gullible, ‘aren't really radical,’
or that we're 'apologists' for the
regime if we don't enthusiastically
accept the latest assertions about
empty planes, a missile hitting the
Pentagon, controlled demolition of
the towers, or the collapse of the
infamous WTC building 7. Indeed,
there seems to be an index--the
vaster the conspiracy you will accept,
the more 'in the know' you are, and
the less vulnerable you are to the
administration's lies.

For some, the '9-11 inside job' idea
has become the silver bullet that will
fix the American political scene.

If only this 9-11 conspiracy were
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